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This Week 


A plan to present Broadway musicals 
in NYC's Central Park was approved by 
Park Commissioner Robert Moses, Mich- 
ael Grace and Chris Anderson will produce 
the musicals on a stage set up at the Woll- 
man Memorial Skating Rink and the grand- 
stand will seat 3000. The season is plan- 
ned to start June 8 and tickets will cost 
from $3.45 to $1.15. No further details 
were revealed, 


Plays 


Liza closed in Philadelphia... Hotel 
Paradiso Sat, matinee top to be $5.75... 
West Side Story musical by Leonard Bern- 
stein-Arthur Laurents-SteveSandheim set 
to open Sept 8 at ANTA Playhouse,,..Jean 
Louis Barrault to present Histoire de 
Vasco in NY in English next season... 
Two for the Seesaw, a two character play, 
will be presented by Fred Coe next sea- 
son, 


Players 


Franchot Tone and Cyril Cusack 
featured in A Moon for the Misbegotten, 
O'Neil play opening May 2 at Bijou... 
Tone replaced in Hide and Seek by Barry 
Morse...Paul Muni leaves Inherit the 
Wind June 1, Melvyn Douglas may replace 
Emery replaced Arthur Treach- 
er in Hotel Paradiso... Judith Anderson 
to star in Hamlet next season,. Richard 
Torigi subbing for Robert Weede, Most 
Happy Fella, during latter's vacation in 
Italy... Robert Wright and Mindy Carson 
to star in South Pacfic at City Center... 
Snake -skin jacket worn by Cliff Robert- 
son in Orpheus Descending is custom 
made from 3 python skins and cost $125. 


Calendar 


A Land Beyond the River-Green- 
wich Mews 3/28 New play by Loften 
Mitchell, directed by Michael Howard... 
An Evening of Lyric Theatre-Phoenix 
4/\. Sideshow performance by After Din- 
ner Opera Company...Hide and Seek- 
Barrymore 4/2. Finklehoffe, Marvin & 
Katzka present new play by Stanley Mann 
& Roger MacDougall with Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald, Basil Rathbone, staged by Regin- 
ald Denham... Hotel Paradiso-Miller 4/3. 
Bowden, Barr & Bullock present French 
farce with Bert Lahr. Peter Glenville 
director. 


Special Events 


Mrs, Martin Beck to be given Kelcey 
Allen Award for her notable achievements 
for the American Theatre Wing. She will 
be honored April 1 at a Sardi's luncheon 
«Clare Luce Booth will receive Mary 
MacArthur Award April 8 at Waldorf- 
Astoria luncheon....NY Drama Critics 
Circle picks awards April 16... ''Tony" 
award nominations detailed on Page 2, 


Summer Playhouses 


Hermione Gingold to tour summer 
circuit in Ron Rawson package of Fallen 
Angels... Lillian Roth to tour in The Prim- 
rose Path... Westbury, LI, Music Tent to 
open June ll with The Pajama Game . 


Theatre Film Notes 


Holiday for Lovers bought by 20th 
Century Fox... Waltz of Toreadors also 
bought by 20th Century Fox...Pal Joey 
film score to contain 5 of show's original 
songs and 4 from other shows, 


if 

4 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Orpheus Descending- Beck 3/21. 1 rave ( Post), 2 mild pro-Mirror and Journal Am- 
erican and the majority mild con votes filed on Tennessee Williams' new play presented by 
Producers Theatre. Generally cast headed by Maureen Stapleton and Cliff Robertson was 
praised, the split in opinion being on the script. Rave filed by Watts, Post, billed drama as 
splendidly acted and staged, a drama of notable power, grim poetic insight and disturbing 
fascination, Coleman, Mirror, warned play may turn stomachs of squeamish, but found a 
fascination in the well-presented play. McClain, Journal American, added that because of 
the power and brilliance and humor of the writing, it emerges as a consistently moving and 
captivating experience. which reinstates Williams' position in the modern theatre. Con 
side argued that parts of script had beauty, but felt that overall script was not up to author's 
own high standards, Rewriting of 1940 flop Battle of Angels , which folded in Boston, is not 
a success, panned Atkinson, Times. Play is overwritten in some scenes, and uncertain at 
times in its progression, while story is less thoroughly under control and style has a less 
sturdy foundation, listed Times reviewer. A first-rate artist has permitted himself the 
luxury of sentimental invention rather than bound himself by the rigors of controlled, hard 
headed observation, summed Kerr, Herald Tribune, Though Chapman, News, noted a great 
deal of beauty, he also noted a great deal of trash in script, which seemed like collection 
of other Williams' plays. Donnelley, World Telegram & Sun, found it impossible to accept 
characters as real people. 


Agamemnon-Theatre Marquee 3/26 Second bill in Trojan Trilogy presented at new 
Off-Broadway theatre at 110 E 59 drew a mild pro notice from Herridge, Post. Aeschylius 
drama, not given a professional performance in NY in 150 years, was recommended for all 
serious drama students. She noted that general public, unversed in Greek legends, will 
probably have no idea what actors are talking about, Marie Andrews as Cassandra was 
recommended as having more variety of tone and less strain than others in cast, Direct- 
ion by Wayne Richardson was listed as heavy and slow, Next week group presents Electra 
and then will do three plays, including Trojan Women ,in repertory. 


Hits Revisited- . Damn Yankees remains speedy and alert after a two year run, 
okays Trau, Variety. Gretchen Wyler can hoof like mad, handle the songs comfortably, and 
has an ingratiating puss along with an appreciation for timing... The Most Happy Fella in 
its llth month remains an excellent show, approves Hobe, Variety, Richard Torigi, who sings 
title role at matinees,is a worthy sub for Robert Weede. Carolyn Maye, understudy who 
subbed during Jo Sullivan vacation, is also a fine femme pinch hitter, In other respects show 
holds up beautifully, trade paper mugg noted. 


"Tony'' Nominees 


"Antoinette Perry Awards" to be presented April 21 at Waldorf Astoria dinner-dance. 
Nominees for best play include--Long Day's Journey, Separate Tables, Potting Shed, Waltz 
of Toreadors, Musical play--Bells Are Ringing, Candide, My Fair Lady, Most HappyFella. 
Male Dramatic Star--Maurice Evans, Wilfrid Hyde-White, Frederic March, Eric Portman, 
Ralph Richardson, Cyril Ritchard, FemaleDramatic Star--Florence Eldridge, Margaret Lei- 
ghton, Rosalind Russell, Sybil Thorndike, Male Musical Star--Rex Harrison, Fernando Lam- 
os, Robert Weede, Female Musical Star--Julie Andrews, Judy Holiday, Ethel Merman, Fea- 
tured Actor--Frank Conway, Eddie Mayehoff, William Podmore, Jason Robards, Jr, Featured 
Actress--Peggy Cass, Beryl Measor, Mildred Natwick, Diana van der Vies, Phyllis Neilson- 
terry. Director- Joseph Anthony, Harold Clurman, Peter Glenville, Moss Hart, Jose Quin- 
tero, Scenic Designer--Boris Aronson, Ben Edwards, George Jenkins, Donald Oenslager, 
Oliver Smith, Costume Designer--Cecil Beaton, Alvin Colt, Dorothy Jenkins, Irene Shar- 
aff. Other departments are Musical Director, Choreographer, and Stage Technician, 


; 


London Theatre 


The 2500 seat Stoll Theatre, closed 
posted a closing notice on its locked doors 
stating that the house would remain closed 
until managers get some tax relief, 


Plays 


Edinburgh Festival program to in- 
clude The Rose Tattoo , John Gielgud's 
solo recital of extracts from Shakespeare 
compiled from Ryland's The Ages of Man, 
and the Royal Scottish Country Dance Soc- 
iety presentation of An Edinburgh Fancy, 


The Lie Detector and Night of the 
Leopard tried out recently at Richmond 
Theatre will be presented in London soon 
---Geraldine a new musical with Gillian 
Lewis to debut on road April 8, 


Players 


Anthony Quayle to appear in Peter 
Brook production of Titus Andronicus... 
Edwin Hill has been subbing during ill- 
ness of Kevin Scott, Fanny... .George 
Moon replaced lead comic Max Wall in 
The Pajama Game, 


London Theatre TV 


Peter Ustinov's The Indifferent 
Shepard viewed on BBC-TV,.. Liam 
Redmond appeared on BBC TV version 
of Juno and the Paycock. 


Opening Time 


Henry Sherek will start his future 
productions at 8 30 PM, Arts Theatre 
producer believes 8 PM is best time. 
Stage editorial urges producers stick 
to 7 30 PM time as best for all. 


Yor Stage Struck Cnly 


* This weekly NYC newsletter 
digests--Complete theatre 
news( page 1), reviews of all 
openings ( page 2), comments 
by critics ( page 6.) 


* Plus NYC critics suggest- 
ions on theatre books, records, 


(page 7.) 


* Plus Off Broadway and ‘ull 
Summer Theatre coverage 
(page 7). London (page 3.) 


* Plus complete business & 
critical data on all current 
shows( page 4 & 5.) 


*l0th year. Includes free re- 
search service for subscribers. 
$25 per year subscription 

with free yearly spring binder. 


Special Bulletin Board Edition 


*Little Theatre Groups 
*Drama Departments 
*Libraries 

*Business Offices 

* Newspapers 


* Consists of specially print- 
ed edition--four double pages 
printed on one side only ior 
posting on C.D, bulletin board 
for all members to keep fully 
informed, 


* Plus free 20" by 30" bulletin 
board to post weekly edition, 
Plus regular edition of C, D, 
(with yearly spring binder.) 


* Available to above groups 
when request for special edit- 
ion accompanies subscription 
$25 per year complete, 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


STAGE STAFFS,..If Chapman, News, were young again and had an awful urge to go into the 
theatre, he wouldn't bother joining an acting school or a playwriting course, Instead 
he would bend every effort to become a stagehand, What with doubling on TV shows, 
a grip can make $600 or more a week without wearing himself out, The only other 
foolproof way of making money in the theatre is to become a theatrical lawyer, critic 
concludes...NYC guests will once more be impressed by the politeness they meet at 
the hands of girl theatre ushers, predicts McHarry, News, For courtesy and friendliness 
these girls beat just about anybody in town, 


COLUMN TIPS...Actors' Equity investigating the charge that Julie Newmar kicked and 
scratched the Li'l Abner stage manager who barred her for "habitual tardiness'' 
reports Wilson...My Fair Lady album outgrossed the show's box-office in 1956, 
sums up Winchell. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Shubert Theatre, Detroit, has re-priced its $2.20 balcony seats to 
90 cents for students, manager informs Times... The value of the off-Broadway move- 
ment is the wide variety of roles it provides for newcomers to NYC, points out a 
C.D, subscriber. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS.,..Cinderella presentation on CBS TV could mark major test of 
trend of moving TV presentations to legit stage, notes Peper, World-Telegram & Sun, 
Ability to draw paying audience into theatre after tremendous publicity for TV show 
will be watched very closely...One reason why dramatists find critics puzzling, re- 
minds Watts, Post, is that O'Casey is often assailed for deserting his native background 
in his later plays, while Williams is denounced for sticking to it. .. The art of satire 
required for topical revues is not dead,Gray , Post, believes. The reason it is so 
seldom seen is that the writers are afraid to try. Off-Broadway groups were urged 
to revive the art of an early 20th century development--laughing at ourselves, at our 
leaders, at our everyday living. 


ON SOUTHERNS,...'"Southerns" are plays by Tennessee Williams in which all the characters 
live below the Mason-Dixon line and all are perfectly ghastly types., defines Kilgallen, 
Journal American, who devoted her full column to a pan review of Orpheus Descending. 
Play is so crammed with preposterous melodrama that it might pass for a cruel bur- 
lesque of his work by some of his cattier friends, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Why does Bert Lahr, Hotel Paradiso, care quite so much about 
critics and audiences, asked Kempton, Post, There is always the chance that someone 
in the audience who knows what you are trying to do and if you failed to do it. , It's 
got something to do with integrity, he replied. 


\ 

| 
| 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


i Latest Off-Broadway house to join 
the lists is the 4lst St Theatre, 125 W 4l, 

| in the basement of the Wurlitzer Bldg. 

| Oscar Wilde will be revived by Manuel 

| Herbt, Bill Penn directing, Revival will 

| open April 16 at the 169 seat theatre, 

Thayer David will portray title role in 

play presented in 1938 in NYC with Rob- 

_ ert Morley. 


| Three new one-act plays by Thorn- 

; ton Wilder will be presented next at Circle 

in Square, after the run of The Iceman Com- 

| eth, with author returning royalities to the 
theatre. House of Breath by William Goyen 
will be presented Mon eves, Sat & Sun mat- 
inees at Circle in Square starting April 8. 
Michael Murray directed . 


French Art Theatre opens fourth 
season at Provincetown Mar 27 with twin- 
bill of Ionesco's La Lecon and Giraudoux 
Supplement au Voyage de Cook... Minna 
von Barnhelm opening postponed to next 

| season at Berkley, 15-Second Avenue, due 
to license problems, 
nd 
Alice Ghostley and James Mitchell 
signed for Livin' The Life, musical based 
on Tom Sawyer due at Phoenix April 25... 
Exiles run extended to April 21 at Renata. 


King Solomon's Daughter will be 
% | presented Sundays starting Mar 31 at 
Joan of Arc Playhouse, 154 W 93 by Jew- 
ish Theatre for Children, Full length 
Hebrew play will have English comment- 
ary narrated by Sharon Ciatron,...Ruy 
Bias by Victor Hugo to be presented at 
, Royal Playhouse E 4th St, directed by 
Gideon Tamir... Theatre 12 presenting 
series of readings at O'Donnell Library, 
20 W 53, starting Mar 28 with In My Mot- 
her's House by Colette. 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Shakespeare at the Old Vic 1955-56" 
by Roger Wood and Mary Clarke( Macmill- 
an $5) is third in a series of annuals and 
holds special interest for US readers cov- 
ering some of Old Vic productions viewed 
recently in NY, points out Down, Variety. 


"Stars of David" by Hye Bossin 
Twinix Century Publications) is a remark- 
able job of historical research on the his- 
tory of the Jewish contribution to the Can- 
adian theatre, okays McStay, Variety. A 
painstaking labor of love, rich in historical 
record and nostalgic lore, Sprightly told 
and a meritable work, he concluded, 


THEATRE 
OUT OF 


TOWN 


Damn Yankees company with Ray 
Walston in Baltimore... The Matchmaker 
and No Time for Sergeants in Chicago... 
Fanny in Cincinatti..., The Apple Cart on 
in Detroit.... Cat on a Hot Tin Roof in Li 
Los Angeles, 


A Hatful of Rain in Pittsburgh... 
My Fair Lady with Brian Ahere in 
Rochester....The First Gentlemen 
tryouts out in Philadelphia. 


||P 


" PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Orpheus Descending is first rate 
theatre, though it may be second rate 
Tennessee Williams, It is always inter- 
esting and often exciting. The acting is 
superior throughout with special nods of 
thanks to the older character women, Two 
minor complaints are the many unexplain- 
ed items in the script and the very con- 
venient ending. 


Agamemnon is an interesting, lit- 


erate production of the Greek prize win- 
ning tragedy. Production is a vast improv- 
ement over Theatre Marquee's first thrust 
in The Trojan Trilogy. Play is of interest 
to all drama students and contains some 
fine acting, plus plenty of so-so acting. 


Best wishes for a successful summer 
season should be made by every theatre fan 
to the producers of the planned Central Park 
musical season due to start June 8, For 
years producers have eyed the Park for div- 
erse summer projects, but the Park Comm- 
issioner has always vetoed them, NYC is 
the last of the large cities to approve such 
a plan of low budget, outdoor musicals, With 
the talent available it should soon have the 
best. 


* 


The Award Season is upon us, Before 
it is over every play and almost every play- 
er will have won something from somebody, 
Many of the awards are worthwhile for the 
recognition they give, but too many are just 
silly publicity projects. 


British plays since the war have 
started at 7 30 PM and the early start- 
ing time has won high favor with the 
audiences, Now Henry Sherek plans to 
start his plays at 8 30 PM, Arguments 
for the 7 30 PM time listed in "Stage" 
editorial seem sound and sensible and 
worth a hearing to NY producers, Fore- 
most is view that more patrons in the 
low-budget groups can go to theatre if 
they do not have to waste 2 hours between 
work and theatre. They can eat at inex- 
pensive places and still get home ata 
reasonable hour, trade-paper points out, 
Commuters! to Long Island and West- 
chester would certainly welcome an 
early curtain several nights a week, and 
early diners --at either expensive or 
inespensive places--would welcome an 
early curtain several nights a week, A 
nobel experiment of a 7 30 PM curtain 
was tried a few years ago, but dropped 
quickly. It is certainly worth a sustained 
test. 


* 


Several negative notices on Tenn- 
essee Williams' new play may well start 
a new battle between playwrights and 
critics. These reviews panned current 
play for not being as good as past efforts 
of playwright. Though there are no rules 
for the critic it would seem fairer for the 
reviewers to comment on the project on 
hand rather than a play which his readers 
may or may not have seen in the past. 


* * 


Theatre visitors to NYC should certainly 
spend some time ''slumming"' off-Broadway. 
On the nights they can't get tickets to the up- : 
town hits, they should pick one of the 16 current 
Off Broadway shows. The new midtown box- 3 
office of the Off-Broadway Association, located §@ 
in the Hotel Remington, 131 W 46, will make the 
selection of the proper Off-Broadway play, ; 
easier, 


* 


